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McLachlan’s school finds permanent home

[nvestment by non-profit organization, city ensures a bright future for musical education
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BY FRANCOIS MARCHAND

WARLOUNR e

he halls inside Sarah
Ml achban's e School of
Mussie bulldling are brigtu
vt shibery, Alled with the somrds
of stucdents rebwarsing
In one corner room, gul
tars are being phecked. Two or
thrwe dowrt, doamme are making
aracket. Further abead, angeli
volces are practistng a choly
phece
But the students here aav
not privideged child procligies
They re just ordinary kids who
Without the bedp of the school
would not be sbbe to practive
muske otherwine
Established 1n 2001 Sarah
Melachian's School of Musie
finadly mrvvedled its oew peria
neat Jocatson in Mount Pleas
st Thursday evenlng in the
weseriow of ey memnbers of e
Wolverton Foundation, which
helped fuoed the new Facility, and
goests and digaitacies nedud
ing Vancouver mavor Grogor
Robeytson
The Cuty of Vancowver peo
Vit 4 $000,000 infratr ture
grant for the school tvnovation
arvd was astrunsental 4o pettang
the block of Seventh Avenue
near Maln Street re-2oned for
the schood, whach offers an slter
s ool pomesheal exducation 4o 280
students Grades & through 12
I pland, guitar, percusalon and
Youoe
The school also features a
Junibor and sendor cholr, sk
laba, sorggatiting sesshores. bands
antl an outreach program with

Florence Nightingale schood
“I1's monumenal.” execu
tve director Ann de la Hey sakd
wheet 2akod sbout the signsli
cance of the svent. “The goneens
ty of the Wolverionm means we

L

Pogils pose with siager-songwriter Sarah McLachian ot ceremonies marking the officlal opening Thursday of Sarah McLachlan’s School of Musk, which provides a free
afterschool musical education to 280 students grades & through 12 in plano, guitae, percussion and veice, aod features 2 junior and sentar cholc

Tave 2 permianent home Ladored
10 medc enaking. M meoes we'te
grownded in the Mount Pleas
Al comenumity st that we can
expand our programming and

access 1o Chuldren (0 come and
hove sk bessons.”
Melachian, whose various
awards andd platioums records
Birwe the balinads, was on hand

10 cvdelarnte with the childoem

I feel theilied 10 be hwre,” shwe
said “This new space 1 lncred
fhle and K's idused with great
energy”

She acdkded the mewsaire of sux
cms for the school was not to
sev the studvats, who astend dhe
school for free, Becoime super
stars but to celebrate the arts
ared proside a0cess to sk ey
CHUION M 3 tme when mmsk pro
S are belng ot in schooks
Scross (e coumitry

“Is sedtinhy,” Ml achban adms
ted, saying music had provided
%0 monch for het that she could
cnly hope to shage that gilt

Edeven-vear-obd Mateya Bur
ey was buasy practising gultar
Thursday alternoon with a big

ssithe on et e

Burnwy sakd she had boen play
Ing the plano for a Titthe wivle
bust shie sakd she wanted some
thing more to help her write
LTS

‘I'yve loarned & bot,” Burney
said 1 barely Roeow any chords
when | stareed heee. | past love
everyiliing | Jove the trachen,
and playing guitar bs just really
fun.”

For Burney. studviag at »
s hotl founded by an xcclatimed
RO SONEWT R ey s & Jot

1 ve rever met Sarah bat she
soems like a vory nkce lady.”
she sadd. adding shw hoped o
hecome a srmer ke McLachiun
one day

“Seccem [or s is when we see

students grachaating amd boving
blossomed s people. and hay
ing & lifebonig bove of ik and
the arts” e 1a Hey sod “It st
underlines the importance of
menske and education and how #
can opey) doors for people
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SARAH MCLACHLAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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